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was sent to Berwick by the Lords of the Congre-
gation.
Back In Scotland, Knox maintained his corre-
spondence with Crofts. The objections raised by
the English seemed to Knox mere trifles. If
England really must be secret over the matter, he
wrote, let English soldiers be sent without anyone
knowing that the English Court was aware of
their destination. " The sending of a thousand or
more men to use can break no league nor point of
peace contracted betwixt you and France/3 he
argued ; " for it is free for your subjects to serve
in war any prince or nation for their wages.5* He
added, " If you fear that such excuses will not
prevail, you may declare them rebels to your
realm, when you shall be assured that they shall
be in our company." Crofts was more amused
than disgusted at the suggestion of this expedient.
Anyone, he replied, could see through such a
transparent device. Knox felt ashamed of his
plan, and admitted that he had been unreason-
able, though he could not forbear from pointing
out that his scheme was not without precedents.
The aid from England on which they had de-
pended seemed unlikely to be forthcoming, but
the Lords of the Congregation nevertheless deter-
mined on *the bold step of deposing the regent.
On the sist of October, most of the great nobles,
together with representatives from the burghs,
assembled at Edinburgh to deliberate upon their